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Message from the FSA State Director 
Greetings from the South Dakota State FSA Office, 

I want to take the opportunity to introduce myself as I begin my position with Farm Service Agency. I am 
honored and humbled to be appointed by President Biden to serve as your State Executive 
Director.   Although new to working on the FSA team, I am no stranger to the services provided by FSA. 

My family and I operate a corn, soybean, and cattle farm in McCook County near Canistota. The farm was 
started by my parents in 1955. Like many South Dakota farm and ranch families we have utilized the various 
programs that FSA administers ranging from farm safety net programs to facility loans to conservation 
practices.  
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One of my earliest memories as young boy in the 1960s was tagging along with my father when he would go 
to Salem to visit the “ASCS” office to sign up for various programs. I was truly enamored by the big green 
desks and the green counter in the office. Everything seemed so official, including a picture of President 
Johnson; however, despite the official look of the office, I remember the lady, Mrs. Palmquist, who worked 
with my father as he filled out the necessary forms for the various programs. Mrs. Palmquist was so kind and 
patient as she explained to my father what he was signing up for. Despite all of army green furniture and the 
stuffiness of a government office, Mrs. Palmquist made my father feel like he was the most important farmer 
in the county. 

Turning the clock ahead to the 2000s when I took over my father’s farm, my experience of working with the 
county FSA office was no different. Sure, the army green furniture had been replaced with friendly colors, the 
big green counter was replaced with a chair at a desk, and the Mrs. title on name plates has been replaced 
with a first name. The one thing that has not changed is the service from the FSA staff. The service has been 
constant over the years, particularly the past two years in dealing with the pandemic. Farm and ranch families 
did not miss a beat when it came to getting signed up for regular programs and emergency programs.   

As planting season is wrapping for most producers, I want to remind you to get your planting reports into your 
FSA office by July 15. For those with children, I would encourage you to take your daughters and sons into 
the office so they can experience their own “Mrs. Palmquist” moment, plus there is a good chance the FSA 
staff might have a candy dish on their desk. 

Sincerely,  
 
Steve Dick 
State Executive Director 
Farm Service Agency - South Dakota 

 

Nominations Open for the 2022 County Committee 
Elections 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, 
and FSA program participants to take part in the Name County Committee election nomination process. 

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots 
input and local administration of federal farm programs. 



Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable 
administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary 
of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program delivery 
process. 

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). Each 
member serves a three-year term. 

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of underserved 
farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and 
ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources. 

All nomination forms for the 2022 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center 
by Aug. 1, 2022. For more information on FSA county committee elections and appointments, refer to the 
FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online 
at: fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

 

Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items for 
Eligible Farmers 
FSA recently began mailing 303,000 pre-filled applications for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP), a new 
program designed to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, 
and other qualifying natural disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. 

The past few years have been tough to say the least. As producers have dealt with the continued impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, they have also struggled to recover from more frequent, more intense natural 
disasters. I am grateful that Congress passed, and President Biden signed into law the Extending 
Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in 
critical emergency relief. 

After extensive stakeholder outreach, including with producers and groups that have not always been 
included in USDA programs, our team began work developing a responsive, easier-to-access program that 
could be rolled out in phases. We’re now rolling out the first phase of ERP, which uses existing Federal Crop 
Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating initial 
payments. 

By leveraging existing data, we will be able to deliver approximately $6 billion in assistance on a faster 
timeline; at the same time, my team and I are committed to ensuring that producers who do not have existing 
data on file with USDA are captured in the second phase of ERP, which will be explicitly focused on filling 
gaps in previously implemented emergency assistance. 

To apply for ERP Phase 1, here’s what you need to do: 

1. Check Your Mailbox 

The form being mailed to you includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application process, and provides 
estimated ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate application form for each program 
year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is 
eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment. This application takes about 0.176 hours (that’s less than 15 
minutes) for producers to complete, compared to the former Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus 
application which took several hours for producers to complete and even longer for FSA staff.  
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The deadline to return completed ERP applications to FSA is Friday, July 22, 2022. If you have NAP 
coverage, you will receive pre-filled ERP applications later this summer. Details on ERP Phase 2 will be 
forthcoming as well. 

2. Check Your Eligibility 

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was 
available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, 
hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke 
exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought*, and related conditions. 

*Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP are available online. 

3. Check Required Forms on File with FSA 

Producers must have the following forms on file with FSA: 

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet. 
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity. 
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities(if applicable). 
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs(if 

applicable). 
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation 

certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates. 

If you have previously participated in FSA programs, you will likely have these required forms on file. 
However, if you’re uncertain or want to confirm the status of your forms, contact your local FSA county office. 

4. Check Historically Underserved Status with FSA, If Applicable 

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, 
socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers, and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated ERP 
payment. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have the following form on file with 
FSA: 

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or 
Rancher Certification. 

5. Check Your Future Insurance Coverage 

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or 
NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined by 
the Secretary. 

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may vary 
depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops. The final 
crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this 
requirement is the 2026 crop year. 

6. Check Your bank 
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Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by FSA, producers who have 
direct deposit should look for payment within three business days. 

More Information 

We have additional resources, including: 

• ERP May 16, 2022 New Release 
• ERP Fact Sheet 
• Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
• Emergency Relief Webpage 
• ERP Notice of Funding Availability 

In addition to ERP, FSA is also implementing the first phase of the new Emergency Livestock Relief Program. 
At this time, FSA has made more than $588 million in payments to impacted livestock producers. 

Bottom line, we take your feedback seriously, and we wanted to deliver this relief as soon as possible. We 
learned from previous relief programs, and we’re excited to be getting this to you as swiftly as we can. 

 

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing 
Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural 
producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several 
programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the 
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow 
up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) 
within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 
72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable, 
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other 
animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and 
forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage 
crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts 
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree, 
vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance 
coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 
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For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30 
days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event. 
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped 
video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners 
and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster 
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs.  You can use these loans to 
replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-
related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through 
its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help 
recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for 
emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact 
sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm 
Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or 
to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. All USDA Service 
Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because 
of the pandemic. 

 

USDA to Provide $6 billion to Commodity and Specialty 
Crop Producers Impacted by 2020 and 2021 Natural 
Disasters 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that commodity and specialty crop producers 
impacted by natural disaster events in 2020 and 2021 will soon begin receiving emergency relief payments 
totaling approximately $6 billion through the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) new Emergency Relief Program 
(ERP) to offset crop yield and value losses.   
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Background    

On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering 
Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers 
impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, and other eligible disasters experienced during 
calendar years 2020 and 2021. FSA recently made payments to ranchers impacted by drought and wildfire 
through the first phase of the Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP). ERP is another relief component 
of the Act.    

For impacted producers, existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) data is the basis for calculating initial payments. USDA estimates that phase one ERP 
benefits will reach more than 220,000 producers who received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop 
insurance and more than 4,000 producers who obtained NAP coverage for 2020 and 2021 crop losses.     

ERP Eligibility – Phase One    

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021.  Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was 
available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, 
hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke 
exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought, and related conditions.    

For drought, ERP assistance is available if any area within the county in which the loss occurred was rated by 
the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a:   

•  D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks; or   
•  D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity.   

Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP is available on the emergency relief website.   

To streamline and simplify the delivery of ERP phase one benefits, FSA will send pre-filled application forms 
to producers where crop insurance and NAP data are already on file. This form includes eligibility 
requirements, outlines the application process and provides ERP payment calculations. Producers will 
receive a separate application form for each program year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-
filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment.   

Additionally, producers must have the following forms on file with FSA within 60 days of the ERP phase one 
deadline, which will later be announced by FSA’s Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs:    

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.    
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.     
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).     
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if 

applicable).     
• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or 

Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2021 program year.     
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation 

certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates.    

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these 
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the status of their forms can 
contact their local FSA county office.      

ERP Payment Calculations – Phase One    
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For crops covered by crop insurance, the ERP phase one payment calculation for a crop and unit will depend 
on the type and level of coverage obtained by the producer. Each calculation will use an ERP factor based on 
the producer’s level of crop insurance or NAP coverage.    

• Crop Insurance – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage ranging from 
catastrophic to at least 80% coverage.   

• NAP – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage ranging from catastrophic to 
65% coverage.        

Full ERP payment calculation factor tables are available on the emergency relief website and in the 
program fact sheet.  

Applying ERP factors ensures that payments to producers do not exceed available funding and that 
cumulative payments do not exceed 90% of losses for all producers as required by the Act.     

Also, there will be certain payment calculation considerations for area plans under crop insurance policies.       

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, 
socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated 
payment for crops having insurance coverage or NAP.    

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860, Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, form on file with 
FSA for the 2021 program year.    

Because the amount of loss due to a qualifying disaster event in calendar years 202 and 2021 cannot be 
separated from the amount of loss caused by other eligible causes of loss as defined by the applicable crop 
insurance or NAP policy, the ERP phase one payment will be calculated based on the producer’s loss due 
to all eligible causes of loss.    

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements   

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments, including those receiving a payment based on crop, 
tree, bush, or vine insurance policies, are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or NAP coverage 
where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined by the Secretary.  
Participants must obtain crop insurance or NAP, as may be applicable:   

• At a coverage level equal to or greater than 60% for insurable crops; or   
• At the catastrophic level or higher for NAP crops.   

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may vary 
depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops.  The final 
crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this 
requirement is the 2026 crop year.    

Emergency Relief – Phase Two (Crop and Livestock Producers)   

Today’s announcement is only phase one of relief for commodity and specialty crop producers.  Making the 
initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data will both speed implementation and 
further encourage participation in these permanent programs, such as Federal crop insurance, as Congress 
intended.    

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP programs will fill gaps and cover producers who did not participate 
in or receive payments through the existing programs that are being leveraged for phase one implementation.  
When phase one payment processing is complete, the remaining funds will be used to cover gaps identified 
under phase two.      
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Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as 
program details are made available.   More information on ERP can be found in the Notice of Funding 
Availability.  

Additional Commodity Loss Assistance    

The Milk Loss Program and On-Farm Stored Commodity Loss Program are also funded through 
the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act and will be announced in a 
future rule in the Federal Register.     

More Information     

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the Disaster 
Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and 
Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service 
Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop 
insurance agent.     

 

Buffers Boast Benefits On & Off Farms 
The word “buffer” may evoke a safety net, a filter or an area of shrubs and trees. In the landscape context, 
that’s pretty much what it is. A buffer, when referred to by a conservationist at the USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), is a small strip of land of trees, shrubs and other plants. This strip provides 
protection from things like wind or pollutants entering waterways and plays a crucial role as a safety net for 
the environment. 

If properly used, buffers remove more than 50 percent of nutrients and pesticides, 60 percent of some 
pathogens and 75 percent of sediment. In addition to trapping pollutants, buffers slow water runoff and 
increase the amount of water that enters the ground, recharging our aquifers and protecting communities 
downstream from flooding. 

During the winter buffers help trap snow and cut down on soil erosion in areas with strong winds. They also 
can protect livestock and wildlife from harsh weather, shield buildings from wind damage and reduce noise 
and odor coming from a farm. Buffers also give many benefits for local wildlife. They provide food and shelter 
for many wildlife species like quail, rabbit and other fun-to-watch species while serving as corridor connectors 
that enable wildlife to move safely from one habitat area to another. 

The NRCS helps private landowners create buffers on their land, along waterways and between fields. If used 
as part of a comprehensive conservation system, buffers make good use of areas that are not ideal for 
growing crops or other uses. 

For more information, contact NRCS at your County USDA Service Center or visit nrcs.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of 
Organic, Transitioning Producers 
Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and handlers who are 
transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic 
and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP) and Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers cover the cost of organic certification, along with other 
related expenses. Applications for OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.  
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OTECP covers:   

• Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).  
• Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification inspections and 

development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).  
• Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).  
• Soil testing (75% up to $100).   

Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.   

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, livestock, 
processing/handling and State organic program fees.    

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and OCCSP cover costs 
incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022.  Producers have until October 31, 2022 to file 
applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are received.   

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local USDA Service 
Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and handlers will need to provide 
documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also 
apply for OCCSP through participating State agencies.    

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.  

 

FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock Producers 
Through Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees 
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
If you’ve suffered above normal expenses for hauling feed or water to livestock or hauling livestock to 
forage/grazing acres due to the impacts of drought, you may be eligible for financial assistance through the 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

For eligible producers in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for: 

• the transportation of water to livestock; 
• the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock, 
• the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.* 

*Hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for “empty miles.” 

Eligible livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats and sheep, among others, that are maintained for commercial 
use and located in a county where the qualifying drought conditions occur. A county must have had D2 
severe drought intensity on the U.S. Drought Monitor for eight consecutive weeks during the normal grazing 
period, or D3 or D4 drought intensity at any time during the normal grazing period. Producers must have risk 
in both eligible livestock and eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for ELAP assistance. 

WATER TRANSPORTATION 

For ELAP water transportation assistance, a producer must be transporting water to eligible livestock on 
eligible grazing land where the producer had adequate livestock watering systems or facilities in place before 
the drought occurred and where they do not normally require the transportation of water. Payments are for 
costs associated with personal labor, equipment, hired labor, equipment, and/or contracted water 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/otecp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


transportation fees. Cost of the water itself is not covered. The ELAP payment formula uses a national 
average price per gallon. 

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING FEED 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal expenses for transporting 
feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000 
miles. The reimbursement rate is 60% of the costs above what would normally have been incurred during the 
same time period in a normal (non-drought) year. ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING 
LIVESTOCK TO FORAGE/GRAZING ACRES 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a new location for feed 
resources due to insufficient feed and/or grazing in drought-impacted areas. Assistance for Livestock 
transportation is retroactive to 2021 and available for 2022 and subsequent years. For those interested in 
this provision for 2021, the deadline to apply for assistance is June 30, 2022. Please contact your 
county FSA office for additional details. 

For calendar year 2022 forward, producers must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 
calendar days of when the loss is apparent; producers should contact their county FSA office as soon as the 
loss of water resources or feed resources are known. For ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is 
critical. Producers should maintain records and receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to 
eligible livestock, the costs of transporting feed to eligible livestock, and the costs of transporting eligible 
livestock to forage/grazing acres. 

ELAP also offers assistance to producers impacted by wildfire. Contact your county FSA office for more 
information on ELAP resources for wildfire losses. In addition, beekeepers also can benefit from ELAP 
provisions and should contact their county FSA office within 15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from 
when the loss is apparent. For more information regarding ELAP, contact your local county USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 
Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the latest self-service 
feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, tablet or phone. 
Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, land 
ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer providers, 
and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you time and 
money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for producers, 
while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new enhancement expands the 
scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a 
power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with FSA. 

Managing USDA Business Online 
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Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 

• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View farm loan and interest information (producers only). 

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture 
planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining an 
eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign 
In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the 
recommended browsers to access the feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample 
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation 
programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as 
added some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more 
about these changes. 

 

Know your Final Planting Dates 
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final planting date 
for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so please contact your 
local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely planting of a crop, by the final 
planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits. 

 

Reporting Organic Crops 
If you want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and you select the 
"organic" option on your NAP application, you must report your crops as organic. 

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage. 

You must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a certifying agent 
indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include: 

• name of certified individuals 
• address 
• telephone number 
• effective date of certification 
• certificate number 
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• list of commodities certified 
• name and address of certifying agent 
• a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone 

acreage 

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from organic 
sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written certificate, they are 
still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, transitional and 
buffer zone acreage. 

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local county USDA Service Center. 

 

USDA Reminds South Dakota Producers to File Crop 
Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers in South Dakota who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after planting 
should make an appointment with their Farm Service Agency (FSA) office before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and 
timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, 
can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in South Dakota: 

July 15, 2022 for 2022 crop year spring-seeded crops, perennial forage & Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) acreage. 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of acreage 
reporting deadlines by crop.   

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service 
Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 
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Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or 
harvesting of the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office visit farmers.gov/service-
center-locator. 

 

Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting 
and Failed Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planting and failed acres in order to 
establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 

You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from 
planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA). 

The final planting date for Corn is May 25 or May 31, depending on county; Soybeans is June 10; Spring 
Wheat is May 5 or May 15, depending on county. 

All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final planting date 
for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so please contact your 
local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. 

If you’re unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following the final 
planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be accepted if FSA conducts a 
farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the crop from being planted. A measurement 
service fee will be charged. 

Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed 
acres. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss through the 
administrative County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This 
notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. If you notify the County Office by any 
method other than by filing the CCC-576, you are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the 
required 15 calendar days. 

https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file 
a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent. You must 
timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including grasses. 

For more information, contact your local county USDA Service Center. 

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against 
lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, 
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), 
among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2022 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 
15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest 
date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage 
If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you must 
protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. By 
signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds 
on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a 
maintenance problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to 
terminate your contract for the program year.  

 

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan Program 
(FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, 
semi-annual or annual payments on loans. 

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting Operations 
Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a financial institution. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


PAD may be useful if you use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments on loans or 
adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be established for future 
payments. 

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This form has 
no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to which payments are 
to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development (RD) website 
at rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 3550-28.” 

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial institution 
with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD DCFO. 

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written request to 
your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment rejections within a three-
month period, the preauthorized debit agreement will be cancelled by FSA. The payment amount and due 
date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized debit. You are responsible to ensure your 
full payment is made by the due date. 

For more information about PAD, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options 
There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to learn 
about your options. 

 

High Tunnels Provide More Locally Grown Fresh Fruits, 
Veggies 
It’s hard to beat produce grown in your local area. It’s often fresher and tastier, uses less energy for transport, 
and helps farmers in your community. But the off-season presents a big challenge for farmers who grow fruits 
and vegetables and for consumers who want to find local produce throughout the year.    

When farmers can lengthen the growing season, even by several weeks, their options change. That’s why the 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service promotes seasonal high tunnel as such a powerful tool. 
High tunnels are plastic-wrapped, metal-framed structures that are fairly easy and inexpensive to build. They 
are designed to extend the growing season into the colder months, helping to increase the availability of local 
produce, keep plants at a steady temperature and even conserve water and energy.   

 High tunnels are similar to greenhouses, except they are considered “passively heated.” That means they do 
not require electricity to heat – only sunlight. The plastic on the frame actually provides enough insulation to 
add up to 12 extra weeks to the growing season, depending on location. The inside of a high tunnel boasts its 
own microclimate, often producing crops of higher quality and quantity that those in traditional farm fields. 
High tunnels are also different than greenhouses in that the plants are actually in the ground, not in pots or on 
tables. You can think of it as a plastic covering over a field.  

High tunnels can cut costs for the producer by conserving water and requiring fewer inputs, like fertilizers or 
pesticides. In high tunnels, these inputs are often applied through tubes that run along the base of the plants, 
allowing water and fertilizer to be delivered directly above the soil. Outside of high tunnels, these inputs are 
often dispersed on a larger scale and require more to ensure the plants receive an adequate amount.   

https://www.rd.usda.gov/page/regulations-and-guidance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


NRCS helps farmers build high tunnels, providing technical expertise and funding.  Local and regional 
markets often provide farmers with a higher share of the food dollar, and money spent at a local business 
often continues to circulate within community, creating a multiplier effect and providing greater economic 
benefits to the area.   

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit nrcs.usda.gov.  
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